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The seale and the method adopted hy Mr. Adams
in this work are such as to justify the expeetation
that when completed it will be at once the fullest
and the clearest history extant of the period

. The tirst six chuplers. comprising nearly
half of the first volume, sre devoted to a careful
and thorough review of the general conditions,
physical, intelleotual  and materinl, ex-
jsting in the United States at the beginning of the
contury. These chapters are in themselves suf-
ficient to decide the question of the nuthor's fitness
for his undertaking. and they exceed, in grasp,
penetration and photographic fidelity, any previous
survey of the kind. To a perfect understanding
of Jeflerson’s Administration such a birdseye view
of the country snd people is necessary; but the
situation was so full of paradoxes, contradictions,
falee pretences, inconsistencies and eross-purposes,
that only an infinite patience and an imperturh-
able temper conld trace out the entangled lines
of action and thought, or do justice to the mixed
motives and often strangely conflicting purposes
of the leaders. These qualifications Mr. Adnms
has bromght to his work, and with the happiest
results upon its character,

The first chapters deal with the general stato
of the country in 1800, exhibit its backwardness,
and throw into relief the ditlioulties which stood
between it and more rapid progress. It is a
picture singulnrly vivid and deeply interesting.
It has become hard for us to realize the compauri-
tively barbarous conditions which prevailed less
than a hundred vears ago, but in the lnminnus
pages of Mr. Adams we are earried back to those
primitive times and made to grasp their real signifi-
cance clearly. There was not a single real city
in the United States, Boston was an overgrowi
village of #0.000 inhahitants. New-York was a
small place, with the Battery for its Central Park
and Wallst. for sn uptown residence quarter.
Philadelphis was then the most important town
on the continent; and Pennsylvanians were the
1ruest Demoorats in the country, and this hecause
they had heen educated by a peculiar soeial system
and remarkably liberal religious standards, Wash-
ington was a wretched hamlet, in which the miser-
ahle members of Congress were crowded into seven
or eight hoarding-houses, and Jeft without soeiety,
without amusement, with no occupation heyond
their officinl duties, which had to be pertormed
in @ fragment of n Capitol possessing two wings
but no body, and one of whose wings already
threstened to fall in upon the heads of the people’s
representatives,

Transportation was evervwhere diffenlt and

costly and laborious, Hailways were nob only
not begun, but highways generally were in a
woful state. False economy and silly politieal
{antasies had combined to discournge the ex.
peuditure of any public money upon ronds, The
Americans ut this period were saddly lacling in
‘thut Roman sugneity which so recognized the
importance of means of communicution argl s0
insisted upon thoroughness in improvement that
the cansewnys built two thousand years fgo in
many instanees still remain to show frivolous mod-
erns how such work ought 1o be dove. Qur ancestors
were in this respect curionsly sluggish and short-
sighted, Some of them were foolish enough to
object to publie roads on the ground that turn-
pikes in England were part of the monarchical
system. The population was not merely sparse,
but it was scnttered in Spots over HMMEense Areas,
s0 that farseparated ocominuniues might, and
often did, develop quite distinet tendencies, mnn-
ners and eustoms,  There wins not o stenm-engine
in the United States in 1800, and, what wus more,
the populsr mind was opposed 10 the new me-
chanfeal renalssance, The first ijnventors of
warine engines could not secure @ hearing, and
one of them at least died in misery. Fulton had
an uphill task, but was fortunately backed by
capital, or he, too, would have failed. The Ysnkee
spirit of invention had hut just hegun to de-
velop, and did not as yet renlize it& own cops-
bilities. Society generally was rude. and for the
moment apparently little disposed to eaperiment
in uew ideas.

At such a period it could not be expreted that

liternture should Aourish or exhibit fecundity,
nor did it. Politics absorbed the hest literary
talent of young antl middle-aged America. The-
ology had alrendy ceased to do so. In New.Eng-
land, the last retreat and sgtronehold of Federslism,
the long sway of the theocracy had nearly reached
its close. 1n the remoter villages and small towns
the minister might still retain much of his ancient
authority in the State as well a8 in the Chureh,
and his censure and condemnation were still a
terror to evil-doers. DBut the sceptre had none
the Jess passed from the clergy with the spread of
democratic ideas: and when Thomas Jefferson
took office, filled with the parpose of revolution-
fzing the government and applying to it liis own
peeuliar doctrines, the New.England Federalists
felt that & futal crisis wos npon them, and thas
unless they could oppose a solid and resolute
front to innovation, the country was lost. For
the terror of democracy consumed them. “ Our
country,” wrote Fisher Ames in 1805, © is ton hig
for union, too sordid for patriotism, too denio-
cratie for liberty. What is to become of it he who
made it best knows. Its vice will govern it, hy
practising upon its folly, This is ordained for
democracies. A democracy cannot last. Its
nature ordains that its next change shinll be into
o military despotism—of all known governments
pechaps the most prone to shift its head, and the
slowest to mend its viees. The reason is*that
the tyranny of what is called the people and that
by the sword both operate alike to debase and
corrupt, till there are neither men left with the
spitit to desire liberty nor morals with the power
10 sustain justice.” Ames wai the most ultra of the
Federalists, hut even George Cabot went nearly
as far. Gloom and dreadful forebodings rendered
these good peopile very unhappy.

Alexander Hamilton, who was o notahle nhrase.
maker, summed up the Federalist doetrines more
tersely than rmy of Lis contemporaries when, re-
plying to some democratic sentiment at a New-
York dinner, he struck his hand shorply upon the
table and eried: “ Your people, ar. your people is
o great beast!™ The Virginie Rgpublicans stood
over against New.Englund, wnd wgh them were
joined the Northern Democrats, who did certainly
st that time represent * blind wouths” ns com
pletely as possible, They were formidable [rom
pumbers and discipline, but they had no ideas nor
principles. In the latter respect it might be
contended that they have made little progress since
the beginning of the eentury, but at least they
Bave produced Jeaders capable of independent ac-
fion. Then they were simply the soft iron furnish.
ing the welght behind the steel fnoe of the Vie
ginia hammer. The latter was essentinlly aristo.
srutio, and yet it put forward in Jeflerson the
shampion of the most advanced democratic ideas.
But it is one of the special features uf Mr. Adams's
history that it sets forth with admirable adroit
pess and lucidity the influences whioh led the
Virginians to carry out a revolution which they
had never contemyplated, which Invisibly set them
n opposition to their fundamental doctrines, and
which left their leader 1n almost the precise atti-
tude his predemr-—whme poliey he so sirongly
condemned—had occnpled. Nothing more curious
and interesting than thi€ can be found in history,
anil it is thé more so hecause the men who thus
travelled in & circle appear to have honestly be-
lieved thut they were moving in a struight line
pll the time.

This is cerminly very dificult to believe, and
many men, not unrensonably, dacline to receive
it as the truth. It is the hypothesis of Mr
Adams thnt Jefferson was thoroughly honest and
gincere. This hypothesis
reconcile with his course the more closely it is
followed; and st length Lo impartial student
is compeiled to wonder + her it really is possi-
ble for o statesman to oright and ingenuous
ot she game time that tho 08t important acthons

becomes the barder to | his own

of his life Are, so far as can be judged, the ob-
vious offspring of n lax morality, n facile dema-
gogism, or a Jove of power stronger than patriot-
jsm, conscience or regard for the organie law,
For it was the destiny of Thomas Jefferson, while
figuring as the head of the strict constructionists,
to construe the Constitution into hlank pages:
while fignring as the advecate of State Rights 1o
make the longest strides toward centralization:
while figuring as the especial champlon of the
peace policy, to entangle the country in war;
while pretending to a high eoncern for the Na-
tional honor, to stain it by acts tlp characteriz-
tion of which as unprineipled is exceedingly mild
while posing ns the foe of National hanks 1o up-
hold such an institution: and in various other
ways to gtultify his most openly proclaimed views
and to reduce to sbsurdity his most cherished
dootrines. In the fnfinite variety of Nature it
may no doubt he possible for a man fo exist
capable of doing such things honestly: but the
commensense of mankind Hong since Tenched
the practical conclusion that when avowed
principles and accomplished actions differ radieslly
and irreeoncilably, but one of two explanations
is possible. In such a case the judgment of men
must be, either that the contradictory churneter is
not honest, or that it is not sane, Now, no one
has ever questioned the sanity of Thomas Jetler-
sO1,

Mr. Adams holds, and no denht rightly, that
some allowanes must be made for the effeet of
power upon a man perhaps uneronseionsly to him-
self greedy of it; but when all possible allownnee
has heen made for this the paradox remains i
formidable one, and the historian's working hy-
pothesis is not mueh helped. The intersst of the
study i heightened by the mony stmnge con-
tradictions between the precept and practice of
the Jefforsoninns, and in nothing is the common
diffienlty of sering ourselves aceneately hetter
illustrnted than in Jeflerson's exultation at whnt
he eonceived to be the conversion of the moderate
Federnlists, whepeas, in faet, they had eoneluded
to accept his administrntion heeause tThey Snw
that he was actunlly earrving ont their own
policy, History is full of irony, but ther are
few examples hetter ealenlated to point a moral
than that of the Vieginia Republicans in Conugress
at this time. The munner in which party exe-
gencies modified their professed views npon comsti-
rutional interpretation is almest comieal Jefler-
son saw the inconsistencies which he was perfectly
willing to avail himeelf of, and repentrdly songht
to evade ohvious eriticism by maintaining a silenee
which ean have deeceived few, Circumstanees
proved too strong for him and his purty, s ther
have often done for other leadrrs and parties sinee:
and material success, as in so mANy other cases
sufficed to obseire moral wrongs which foilure
would have thrown into disastrons relief,

Even now, however, it is diffienlt to find an
apalogy for the theory of Mnroe, upon which wis
hased the elaim of tha Administration upon West
Florida after the purehase of Lonisiana. The
pretence that in buying that provines ihe T'nited
Stntes had also acquired West Floridy was in
eredibly filmsy and ineredibly unprineipled.  No
ressoning could justify it, thongh of course iis
explanation was ensy, i ethics as factors in
internationa] transactions he put aside entirely.
Spain was wenk and hamssd. France and Fng-
land were menseing, dragooning and plundering

her,  Napoleon had her under his hepl, anid
Jefferson thought Napaleon could be induead 1o
rmploy pressure upon her in behalf of thds

fletitious olaim. He was in error there, as Lo
was not long in discovering, and he had 1o drmw
back and modify his progtamme. But here, as
in the treatment of the annexed populat)
Loulsiana, the most striking feature is the de-
literate perfidy of the deminant party. By th

treaty which gave the Spanish territors fo the
United States it was selemnly stipalsted ot 1
people of the provinee shoulil have all the rights
and privileges of American citizens.  No gooner
wiis the trunsfer effected than the Administration
and Congress ooolly violated the treaty pledues,
and proceeded to treat Louisinna virtually as a
conguered country, refusing its inhohitants any
form of representation. An almost similnr moml
paralysis charnetorized the impeachment procesd
ings of Congress against Judges DPickering and
(Uhase. Tn the former ense law, equity and precedent
were equally defied,  In the latter vhe consplonnus
ineapacity of the managers angd the intempernte
folly of John Randolph so disgusted and alienated
the more serupulofis Republicans that they joined
the Federnlists in defeating the plot—and so sav d
the United States Supreme Conrt, which it was
undoubtedly Jefferson’s purpose to hring under
his eantrol, had the impeachment of Chase sic-
ceeded, »

The strict constructionists had by this time
passed, by devions ways. to the remarkahle position
that Congress alone had the right to interpret the
Constitution, and that the United States courts
possessed no authority in the premises.  This was
of course to * make blank paper” of the organie
law, und if the Federnlists hul been in power
and had done thig, Jefferson would eertainly
have been among the first to depounee them,  As
it was, e eould not even see that he had heen
inconsistent, or e would not, at all events, admiv
it. The Virginin Hepublicans at o lnter periol
had peason to regret their course at this time;
but Jeflerson only lamented to the last the failur
of his attempt to erush Chicf Justice Murshall
and to secure Tull control of the tribunal over
whieh he presided, DPeace, says Mr. Adams, wos
a passion with Jefferson.  He intended 1o show th
gountry and the world that government can he
carried on without war.  He relied, in his foreign
relations, upon the thears thut the European
Powers eaulidl be managed through thelr commereinl
intrests,  He held that none of them conld afforl
to quarrel with the United States, for timde eon-
siderntions. He therefore proposed to cur the
army and navy down to a nominal strength, and
to trust in external affairs entively o diplomney
Unfortunately for this policy, le fniled to realize
that he who seeks equity must do equity, and that
a governmentt which diseards foree as 0 factor
in its foreign relations is under paramount oblign.
tions to refrmin from such policies as toree alune
ean not justify, but carry to suceesaful issucs
In his dealings with Spain he exhibited the moral
callousness of & Napoleon, but be had not
Napoleon's sword to back him. DPinckney at
Madrid quin* naturally concluded that his Govern-
ment meant war,  After the passing of the Mabhile
aet that conclusion was almost unsvoidable,  Dut
Jefferson was really, to use o Western phrass,
simply * playing a bluff gume,” and when he
found that he was opposed, not only by weak
Spain, but by strong Franee, he had no recourse
but equivoeation and retreate  Huving the thrends
of diplomacy in his own honds, ke could concenl
from the country whatever humiliation his poliey
enteiled, and so0 he appearcd to he catering to
the demoeratic lust of aeguisition at the very
time when he was endenvoring 1o efface, at Paris,
the effects of his false steps,

Mr. Adams narrates in the most interesting
manner the successive events of Jeffepsan's firsy
adminlsration, and his s'cond volume earries the
reader to the first year of the President's second
terin.  Among the sabsidinry oceurrences which
hare upon American destinics wus th- San Domingo
war, rendercd fmmous and pletaresque by the
figure und fute of Toussuint L'Ouverture. A strik-

the turning point in Napoleon's scheme of Americ

eolonizition, Toussaint L'Ouverture mlt-nrurni ;'i.altl
tie battle of the United States, and won it for o
people who Were active ngents in the enslavement
ot his ruce. The conguest of San Domingy 1@ ved

MLt i
retrocession of Louisians was determind) upon.

prominemoe the Decaturs and Somers, Preble g
lRodgers, and other American naval hetoes, ig 1hn
last picture in this instulment of Mr. Adanw's
history, which leavis Jeflerson committed ngainst
favorite naval policy, and in most other
direetions turned squarely round from his original
purposes, The ensuing volumes will be looked
for with pleasant suticipation by all who duve
read these, for their merlt is grent,  The style of
Mz, Adaws is in all resuects what fv should be;

| vietims of Crandom atel buresucracy.

| the suspected class g of the dar

simple, clear, graphie, marred by no florid or
tawdry ornament. Vigorous, expressive, torse,
and pioturesque wherever the subjret is favorable,
it holds the attention firmly and heightens the
jntrinsic intercst of the theme. The historian's
charagtrrizations are in the majority of instnnees
marked by the judicinl temper. Dispussionate
yet pluinspenking, the inquest is eorried forwurd
with & eare, deliberation and detall which afford
e best opportunity for accumie general views
and eormet inferences, The plan is so compre-
hensive that the reader is insensibly made to
know nob only the principal actors, as in most
historicnl works, but the people also; and he is
enahled to follow the prevalent currents of thought
wnd fecling, the seotiments of the hour, s they
may b enlled, npon whieh, in all important eon-
the hent of large measures mainly
1 it is by no means always aseer-
mined or recordel,  In this nnd other particulors
Mr. Adams's history is antitted to high praise, nad
it it is coneluded in the same spirit wnd with th
same diligenee, consoientionsness and impartiality
which charmeterize the opening volumes, it will
toke mnk as o valunble and indeed nn indise
pensable addition to American historieal liternture.

junetions,
depenids, thong
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NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES,

STEPNIAK'S NEW BOOK.
CAREER OF A NIHILIST. By Btepnink
Harper & Hrothers.
By Constanee Fenimore Woolson
Harper & Hrothers,
ATTORNEYH, Ty Al
271, Philadelphia:

TITR
12mo, pp. S20.
JUPTTER LIGHTS,
16mo, pp. 7.
WITH GAUGE & SWALLOW,

blon W. Tourgee,  1dmo, pp.
J. 1, Lippineott Company.
ARTHUR MERTON. By Admiral David D. Porter,
1.8 N, 1tmo, pp 326, 1. Appleton & Co,
E, and other Storles. By Frander

A FAMILY TRE
Longmans, Gireen &

Mptthews.  19mo, pp. 230,

i,

GERALD FFRENCH'S FRIENDS. Ny Georgs . Jes-
sop.  12mo, pp. 240 Longmans, Gireen & Co,

A novel about Nikllsm written by & profsssional
Nihilist who ts also & trained man of Jetters justifies
consliprable expeotations, and the readers of “ EBtep-
nlak’s® stary will not be dlsappointed, unless indead
they happen to be looking for an exposition of the phil
psophy of Nihilism. Whatever the witthor's purpose and
{nient may have besn, he has produced & general im
prossion tending to conviction of the hopelessness and
the Insanity of the Hugsian pevolutionary movement.
The story b wholly of underground plotting.  We find
oumselves 1 & sotlely every menber of wideh has
perpetinl reas-on 1o apprchend  arrest and swift de
portation to Siboria at the very lesst; apd ove™ many
of them the shadow of the gallows falls darkly. A
vivid Qdea fs conveyed of the terrible repressive system
the Russian Government of tho free
of the infinite precautlons necessary 1o
iger incurred by peope
In gl stnding i they recelve e visite of “the
gulawful.”  The devotlon and  martyr enthusiasm
of the young men and glrls ifor they are nearly wll
young) who give themseives tao Nihflism s undoubtedly
it the swilest feature BF it all s 1ts use.

careied on by
itse of sples;

movmig
lessness.  The hero of the Lok enters lnto a plot
1o pesone soie friends from a provinelal  prison

Thers fs n sireet fight with the pollee and the rescuo
|s n partiel faflure, A faree of n trisl ending in the
confdemuntion of the prisonnrs to donth, follows, and
the desoription of tha lust drsperate effort at reseus—

frustrated Wy the prematnee ex plosion of & mnmber

nf  dynamite Lombs which wern 1o bave becn
gsed  mgainst  the  UOOFE leads up to  the
strong  scene of the esscution.  Witnessing |
this lezal munler Andpey beeomes convinesd that
fiotliizig will b of any use nothing will rouse from
thelr shuggishness the groat middle elasses—hut

peet attack upon the (ear Wimartf,  He has reeently
a voung wife whom Le loves, bitt he dieliber

his own Hfe aml her happlness 1o

marrivl
ately  swerifices
cary his sinlster puppode; tries 1o aasassin e

fhe Crar, fails, and is of rourse promptly  Judeed
wed] exectuted, e dies consoled by the thought tha
pt will make people think, amd &0 haston the
pevolug bt P'erhnps Stepniak really helleves this
Wetrie, but certainly he hina nat been abide to glve
tie wspeet of rationallty to it All the assassinations,
suepessiul amd unsuceesstul, of the Nihilsts, have
aceomplished Hterally nothing in the way of lmprove
ment.  They have merely justifisd remction, put the
hanids back on the disl of national  development,
away the thinklng classes, allenated the peasants

ot

hils ntien

iriven
anid the workmen, and weakened the sympathy which
berals  outshle of Russia normally fesl for the

Stepniak dors
not show that there (s any eerlous defence for Nihil-
jsm. btut he throws light upon the pervading Im-
ablijty  and  mistaken sontimentallsm  of Its
lecters, il diviates also the strougth of the Hussian
topdenes toward Oplental methads in mony dirretions,
Pl story s well tald It has much fresh and interest-
ine eharaoter study o 1t 4s lvely (i aetlon, and It lins
y strong Muscovite flavor. Regarded simply as a
wovsl il is dndesd an excellont performanes; but it
matal s the very opposite of that which, it must
s f<siimed, the author meant to inculcata

In “Juplter Lighte? Mles Wonlson has written an
rietnal, Interesting, but mot  particularly cherrful
story. Tededd Bt ks oso pravalling a tendiney b
gl that the repdar ls apt to {rel uncomforralle oo
msiomally,  The distinetively  feminine fdans  which
Diemcterize the novel are as odd as anyihing distines
e lv feminine eonld well he, Only o worman eonld by
any possilitbity have maglined the Impassioned devotion
af Cleely to that “ tieandful” and “terribie™ hushand
o hers, who first facelnates evoryboldy by his deilght
ful manners and ®honkowle” and then relioves the
il of rural Nte by deioking himssif info d dirium
iremens s foithwith undertaking 1o oui the throals
o his wifee md aby,  Almost all the trouble and sor
row (and there (s full measure of bothy 15 eansed Dy
this debonale <ot and ruitian, hut he & grioved ovep
when he Kills himself with deiuk, and poor Eve Broes,
wihn happily shot tie mderous niantae on his inst ex.
perdition adter the Hves of his family, i« as full of
morse as (hungh =he had not been entirely Justitied (0
e act.  Cleely, too, who has had to iy dor her Hie
from him, appears to love him rather better for her ex
piting and perilous experiences, nor dors the fact that
in & simflar f he ones broke her baby's wem at all
Hmiinish her afection for * dear Ferlie ™
can understamd the o mysterios of the feminine naturs,
aold thercfore we meo not sure that it s quite far 1o

Mrn never

rantallze thelr Immaturs intellisonces With the per
| plexities of such insalub problems.  The zeogeal in-
wrest of “Juplter Lights," howover, will earry the

|

ing chapter is devoted to this episode, which was |

too costly for France, and it wus thea thay the |

The little Tripolivan war, which brought juio |

swornge reader on to the end-whieh s rushed o owiih
an amotnt of violenes for which nothing hia: prapare!l
one, and which s consequently not w Ut surpesiog

Judge Tourgee's new book purpurts . be derivad
{rom the experiences of u clerk in @ great New-Yorh
law firm, and the story I8 woven with skill and In
genully out of the caics which this fArm are employel
upon. The connecting threwd st times sppoars (o
grows very thin, but s the plot develops evervihing
falls into s place and asumes & natursl and un-

sirained  aspect,  Many of the sltnatlons and sub
ordinate sketches are il of novelty and charsoter,
and those who are acquainted with the Juw  will

prubably ihink they recognize repeated refrrences 1o
claln famons people anl celebrated causes which
oocupied the courts within the last goarter
century. As to the identity of “Mr. Hazzamd,” we
Imugltio thers ean hamly be two opinlons, It is all
very neatly and cleverly done, and the ook deserves
to be rewd,

Admiral Porter writes honest, old fashioned srories
of adventure, in which the interest tueis, pot apon
whal the peopls are s much as upon what they dw,
“ Arihie Merton® s a romance of this kind, in which
a villaln of the decpest dys employs a private and
poeulinr forger, miins the carer of & youth whose
ewontheiit the vilialn eovets, socures the salil sweet-
heart to himself, makes an homense fortune fn many
facturing, nearly broals his wilte's  beart, but, of
cotrse, |5 duly overtaken by the Vigiaur Nemesis,
and, Laving warn ot everybody's pationee, fs elfmi
pated with an case and dispateh calculnied o glve
soneral satsiartion,  Viea s taMed, ViFue tMumphs,
weddlng bells 011 the afr, aud the curtaln descends
upon the mokt cheerful of conventional Hinsions,

e
have

Me. Tramder Matthews has gatheréd togethor
nnretfil of shart stories and shetelirs In the volume
cafled # A Family Tree.”  The story bearing that s
i the longast in the collection, and it Is exeallontly
tald., widle Notes of an Uneventful Voyage" 1s
another Interesting paper, of an entlmly diferent
oharacter, airy, Hght, playful, and exaoctly befitting
the natupe of the subject—thie humor and oddities of
& stewmer tMp aeross the Athantie.  “ On thy Dattle
Fleld® |s apparently fonunded on [ncls, and Is a curlous

| mecount of the growth of a sirong Aelusion In a brain

enfertlnd or Injured by an .aceldant. The sketches
whileh complote the volume are hright and original,
bt the nareative of the two ldentical dreams must be
considersd rather & “ strong order,” even Il meant for
burlesgue,

“ Gorald Firench's Friends® is a series of short stores

linked togetber loosely by the relstlons of the
whom they concern with Gersld Ffrench, h:nm

of California Hibernianiswl,  though
whether the notlon that the champagne atmosphee
of the Golden siate works n real changs of any kinmd
in the Irish character ls wall-founded or not, & mors
than o lttle doubtful. llowever that may be, Mr.
Jessop's stories are all Interesting, I not all equally
well written. The most humaorous of them b “ Tha
fitse and Fall of the Irish Algle? s pethnps the most
artlstie & * A Dissolving View of Carrlek Meaghe"
(he most sensational and lewst probable 1s * The Last
of the Costellps,” while “@ Under the Redwood Trea®
Is pleturesque and pathetie.  They aro all good enough
1o warrant thelr pre arvition,

Hustrabions

ZOLA AND DAUDET.
A STORY OF IMPULSIVE CRIME,
[FROM AN OCCASION Ak CURBREPONDENT OF THETRINUNE!

Iuris, November 21,
“ La Bete Humaine,” M. Zolw's new novel, is

now being published serially in the * Vie Popu- |

nire.”  This book bids fair to ontdo even the
most realistic of the writer's other works. The
horo is another member of the Rongon-Maequart
fomily, the hrother of Clande Lantier, the unlueky
pinter whose eruelly disappointed Tife is degorihed
in * L'Ocuvre.”  “ La Bete Humsine™ is a poig-

nant tlrn_mrl enneted during the lust years of the |
Second Empire, und beginning with o murder in |

n railwny carringe which reminds one of the
« Affpire Barreme” and of the * Affaire Jud.”
The serupulous and eonseientions exactitude which
forms i featurs of everything which Lie writes s
even more apparent in * La Bete Humnine”™ than
in M. Zoln's other works.
n deseription of the 1ifs of an engine-dreiver; and
with the view of ralizing folly and examining
more clogely the existence of these men, who hold
so many lives in their hands, and whase shichtaost
carclossness may  bring on suelt awiul catos
trophe, M. Zola made several trips by nizhit
and by day between Duris and Mantes in the cib
of a locomotive. Several of the scenvs in the
hook are exeeptionally dramatie. “A train
locked np in the snow” and * The eour 1'assises
ut Houen” are vivid pletures denwn by o muster
hand.

M. Zola has evidently wished to prove that
reasoning erime hardly exists, and his = Bote
Humaine” is a perfect illustration of the impulsive
erime dictated or inspived to every living erenture
hy fury, passion, or mere instinet. M. Zoln
carries his love for truth and his olisnm
far that, whilst writing this book he had in lhis
study at Medan the warking model of a loco-
motive, given to him by one of the most prominent
riuilrond men iu France, The avorel few whp
have had 170 privilege of rending M, Zola's manu-
seript of the last of the Hougon-Maequart series
neknowledge that the chief of France's realistic
seliool has surpossid himself, and that none of lis
hooks ever attained so complete o degeee ol
aceuraey and peeletion.  His next work will he
entitled, * L'Argent,” awd will inttiate his readers
into the mysterles of the Bonrse. It will also
toush on polities, and His Exeelleney, Engene
Rougon, will rappear in all his splendor.  Alter
this will eome another pomanee ealled * Lo Guerre,”
in which the public will he trental o M. Zola's
view of the enmpaian of 1870 and of the copituln-
tion of Sedun. As soon as he has completed
his Rougon-Macipuart series, it is M. Zola's inten-
tiom to devote Tdmself to the stage, and to write

L]

seveenl deamns which be has long had in his
mind. It remains to be seen whether or no
*La Bete Iumaine®™ will further M. Zola's

prospects of cleetion to the seat in the Aeademy |

teft vooant by the death of Emile Augier. 1l
has aleeady Deen promised seventeen viotes bt
of the forty, and his elecuion, therefore, appears
more probable now than it seemed o fortnizht
ago.  Mis st hook I8, however, too powerTul,
and especinlly oo conflrmed a realistic work to
meet. with  the unanimons  approval of  the
Acndemicinns, many of whom will donbtless urge
thut it contuins too muech viee and too linde
virtue to make it anything but repulsive.

M. Alphonse Daudet has recommenced
weekly receptions at his charming house in the
Rue de Dellechasse, Tha home of the eminent
novellst is one of the most wetistie and lovely
spots in Paris.  Surrounded hy a shady gariden—

an unusual loxury in so erowded a eity—it i.~|'

coverm] with epeepers anl flowers, which hang
from the baleonies and elimb up to the roof
The hall, lighted by n lnntern of the XVih entury,
is hung with old tapestrics, and eontains somne
romarkahle  hits  of antigue  furnituree, M
Daudet’s study is filled with scuvenies of all kinds:
stutues, etchings, dmperics, bronzes, ennmels,
ivories, are tastefully seattercd abont in pietu-
pesque confusion, but withoit the slightest desire
to prociee offeet.  Both the master anid mistress
of the houss possess this fine feeling, whieh
enahles them to produce without an effort artistic
results whicle require the most laborious trouble
on the part of persans less highly gifted. M.
Dandet's writing tnble is very long-leggeld, so ns
ta prevent the author, whno is extremely short-
cighted, from hending down when writing The
hous the nspeet of o mops nm,
i o f brica-Droe which

drnwing-room S0
muny are the valnable pi
erowd thie Bnditid tables ol caeved  brackets
Mme, Dowidet's bhoudoir, o veritahle hower ol
(lowers and ferns, s hnng with o splendid Oriental
silken stuff, through which softly glimmer gold
and silver threads, The dining, feneing, and
Willinrd roome, a8 well as the sleeping apartments.
ape perfect of their Kind, and the receptions of the
L de Bellechysse are alwags d Hghtful, interest-
ing nod sttrnetive,

Marshal  MaeMahon  and  the Duchess de
Magenta  will return here in oo few days
Puring  the  summer menths  the  Marshai
has  een  very  husy  putting the  finish

{ng tenches to his Memolrs, which will be entircly
completed by Janunry nest, It is deeply to be
reerented that this work, whicl will posisss s
grent o military and historieal value, is nov to e
madle publie. It is the Marshol's desire that only
KiX nnsm-u thereof shnll be prigied, one for hine §f
pnd the others for hin wife, his sons urriee
Fugene, and Emmanuel, awd Wis danehter, the
omtesse de Plennes,  Thete ds not an editor in
Parts bt would degn himself fortunmte if lie
wonlid |.|||;>(‘h.u-n- the old wartior's reminiseonces n,
any priee, nnd both they and the public mus
lament the obstinaey with which the ex-President
pefustd the most tomphing offlees with regued
the publicition of the volume, '

A great sensation wis ereatold at the opening of
the Chamber of Depuaties by the appearance at the
Puinis Bonthon of M. Thivrier, wearing over his
frock coat a blus blonse, like those worn by the
working elasses and peasants of France,  The
Soelalist Deputy  worked in o mine for n\!+
clehteen vears, nnd was dismissed by his olijefs
for insubordination and revolutionary tendenei s
e then entered the wine teade, and had ot ftle
trouble In converting many of his poorer eustom
crs tis the theorios of eabid Socinbism, which [1;. Yinil
hegun 1o profess while still dn the mines I.\l
almost equally grent sensation wis eanged wh
the wenlthy Comte de GrefTulile, the hushpng ..;
the Princess de Cornmon Chimay, why lins now
entored Parlinmentary Bes for the fisst time, de
olined the invittion extended 10 him by hia
friends to take his seat on the Monaechiea] ..uj“:
of the house, and erossing the floor 1o the o y
side of the chamber, requested that his 1|.-|l|"r
chould he inscribed ns o member of the ey ';"
lean party it

“ONCLE KEMUE'S™ MOCKING BIRD,

Joel Chandlor Harels, the anthor of “ Unele Remus,®
has boon fliting with two of the muses, Thalia u-n.l
Erato, hut declines o make & publle avowsl of h;n
mapieation.  Three o four years ago b wrots a
poem and ealled it~ The Mocking Rinl® Tt wag his
iirst offewes, and he proved an alibd by burying rh;-
yeasure deep In the regesses of his editorial desk

fast suwmer a mocking bird perched on a talograph
pole in front of “The Atisnta Copstiiutlon” oMes
and began singng.  The sweet valea warbled thrugh
the buflding and reached the eavs of Harrls and by
colleagues, who wern dlseussing Joiranllstte afagps
of great momant, Thelr fongues Wern silenced ny
me melody of the sougster and they listanad )] ps
e Anished his lay and departsd.  Then Harrls wap
10 his desk, rakad over & mass of papys, hrought pug
his own long-lost “ Mocking Tird™ and read it aloud

His hearers went (nto rhapsodies over the boaurfy)
fnes andd vorsd onanimously that the pocin be seny
o “ Harper's™ ar * The Cenlory.” The poet dsmutsg
it he was u\'?mlml and *The Mocking DMl lhll'lc-i
porthwanl that plght,  In the cours: of & week s s

pecelved from the publishers an offer of $100 for (he
bl eesumd iy
In

Hnes, bt by that time his modest

DT o ateed o T g
[ est, W A 11
tavorite coraer o “ Unele tus's d‘:‘: i zah

The hook contaigs |

NOTES ON BOOKS,

THE CENTURY DICTIONARY-SIR GEORGE
BOWEN—LADY LINDSAY'S ROBINS—
THE PUBLISHERS AND MR

GILBERT.
London, November 19,

There 15, peMhiaps, a littie jealonsy of the * Cen-
tury Diotionary” in Englond, It is looked npon
as an intruder, and this view I8 expressed, though
not avowed, in some of the reviews. An evening
piaper published an old-fashioned tomahawking
notice: 8o mvage that the editor thought it well
to diminish his responsibility by putiing the
| initinls G. A. to the artiele,  They are supposed
| to stand for Grant Allen. * The Saturday Ie-
| view® went for it with that inhumasn delight
which it but too oftn shows in cruelty to the
Americun suthor, Mr, Tang=I think it must be
My, Lang, but if it be not T will contradiet it, if
e will=he, too, is not free from what I will
antly eall a slight anti-American hias, and he
Iins reviewed the new Dictionary in i snifing
spirit. e is not fll-natured, hut neither is he
overflowing with engerness to find matter for
prafse. T will quofs a passage:
| “The work is primarily American, hat, as it is
| intended for cireufution in England-1ike other
| admirable publications of the swme enterprising
company—full concession will be made to Brit.
| ish prejudice in regard to the orthography of such
words #s * colour,’ * centre, and so forth, Thes»
words will he printed in the American and in the
English way., We may hope that th* same prac-
tice may he followed in regard to the pronuneis-
; tion, hut it is too early to judge from the specimen

before us,  The real American phonetie rendering
of our beoad @ in sueh words as *ask' may, we
hiope, never pass muster on this side of the water.”

Some of us might take exception to the word
American when applied to such speliings  as
“ genter,” “ theater,” weraveler,”, and the resf,
| They are not Ameriean. They are Wehsteress,
| Nonh Wehster was with pspeet 10 ortheepy anid
omie other subjeetsa * erank.” 1is orthoepical and
| other linguistic ecorntricities have heen ghown up
| averand over nenin, and the unsoundness and un-
| seientifie and unhistorical chnraeter of his innova-
| tions have heen over and over again demonstrated.
Some of them have heen eorrected, silently or
othi-rwise, by his later editors, Mahn, Porter, and
athors, but some of the more conspicuous absurdi.
ties, those of spelling especinlly, were allowed 1o
remain;: though the correet spelling was given
alternatively. Tt is a thousand pities that Mr.
Whitney and his colleagues had not the cournge
to emancipate themselves from these Webstorinn
traditlons.  Undoubtedly they impair the value
of the new Dictionary by adhering to them, even
mternatively, and it is not risking much 1o
prodiet that the day will come in Amerien when
they will be authoritatively and finally set aside.

One other remark of Mre, Lang's I will quote

“Our own impression of this magnificent anl
ptherwise admitable worle is that, in letter A, the
men of seienee of the team have holted, with o
ferocity by no means unexampled in their honor-
alile arler—which may earry them right through
| to % without n thowglt of their companions in the
| shinfts.”

That 18 a tunt toward a truth which ean not

: he told tao often : namely, that the man of scieser,
| admirble g5 he is and invaluable os some of his
worle is, nesds a srrong eurh to make him go
well in harness,

Sir George Bowen's ' Thirty Years of Colonial
Government Lite” which will shortly be published
hy Messrs, Longmans, contains a chapter likely
to interest Americans. Among his many journey-
ings was one to the United States while General
tirnnt was President. Sir Georze was reeeived
with the friendly respeet due to his long nnd dis-
tinguished serviee as Colonial Governor; made the
wnequaintanes of muny eminent Americans, inelud-
ing the President, Mr. Fish and Mr. Evarts, and has
stories to tell of his meetings with these gentle-
men, and anecdotes; and there are remnarks upon
Amerien.  Sir George and the late Lord Houghton
travelled together for a time, and Lord Houghton,
too, fignres in the book. Few men have seen
more of the English-speaking world than Sie
| (sporge Bowen : few have horne sway in mope vari-
ous quarters of it.  Iis appoiniment as Governor
of Queensland dates back to 1850, Fight years
luter he succeeded Me. Froude's hera, Sir George
tivey. as Governor of New-Zenland; thence went
ta Victoria, thenee to Mauritius, and finally to
Mong Kong. He was one of those none too numer.
ons representatives of the Queen who were both
populir among the colonists and well thought of
in the Colonial Office ut home, It is still, T hear,
4 passport to the good graces of Australians and
Npw-Zealanders to be n friend of Sir (George
Bowen, and 1 suppase they don't like him the less
hoeause he is o (5 C. M. G, and Privy Conncillor—
the lntter an unusual distinction for a (‘oloninl
Lravernoe.

Lady Lindsay has eollected into a pretty quarto
valnme a great number of songs, fcts and legends
S About Hobins®—for such the title of her
| hook, which she has also fllustented with a sym-
| puthitic pencil.  The note of the writer is sym-
| pathetic throughout. She tells in an engaging way
| the story of her acquaintance with the Rohins;
| Low she ludl been 111, how she went for health
to the conntry, how her girden wus planted by
chanee with flowers such as robins like hest,
how it enme by-and-by a very garden of robins,
how she and they heeame friends, *Of course she
stivdied them and their ways, and then bezan
to reenll verses about tham, and to seareh through
hooks for more, and so this new hoolk grew, |
<honld imagine it contained the whole liternture
of robins,  Some of the verses are Lady Lindsay's
The children are not forgotten: if any one

is
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cnres for hirds it is the children, no matter how
young, owud for the yonngest there are nursery
thymes.  Messrs, Koutledze are the publishers,

and the hook s attmcnve and interesting through-
out: n kind of illustu ed enevelopaedin of robins
by & competent und delients hand

Some of the leading publishers are turning
themselves into compynices Messrs, Routledge, for 5
example: though the partners kesp nll the shares,
pmonnting to a million of dollars, in their own
hands: leaving the publie to subseribe, if they
like, for something less than holf that sum in de-
bentures, Messrs, Kegun, Paul & Co., Messrs,
Trubuer & Co., and Messes, George Halway & Co.
propuse to amalmmate jnto one limited lability
compony with » juint share eapital of hulf o
| miltion dollars, and half as much debenture eap-
ital. It may be hoped that these examples are
not going to be generally folluwed.  The author
and the publis have had a pretty hard time of it
in their denlings with the publisher in his human
and individual torm. I he is to cease to L
humon and become a eorporation, which by virtue
of its corporate quality is soulless, heaven help
the author,

Or, if not henven, tet Providence, In the shape
of the Incorpornted Society of Authors, help him.,
Iy sooioty has nlrendy done something to miti-
unde his miseries : something, but perlinps not very
much, Mr. Besant, who is chairman of jts execu-
tive committes, soys that * up to the present mo-
| ment the society lins conflued iwelf to urging
| tpon authors to take as muoh core of literary as
of any other property, and to recommending eer-
{nin common presautions—such ps the auditing of
neeounts, ete”
mon” precautions, he really means uncommon.
It is heeause authors bave not succeeded—often,
no douht, have not tried to—in getting sight of
publishers' acconnts, audited or unaudited, thit
the profits in books have been divided in such
singular proportions. The name of the author
who has been bold enough to ask not only thav
(ull nocounts shoukl be rendered, but that they
should be submitted to the examination of an in-
dependent auditor, his not yer heen disolosed to
on expectant but stitl ineredulous public.

Otherwise, too, than in matiers of mere money
are the wiays of some publishers—English pub-

When Mr. Besant says * eom-

stance in point,  Long years ago Mr. Gl
then Jittle known, transkited wnd ndapted for thig
firm, which issues music and musieal hooks, Offen.
bach's opern * Les Brigands.” His version wag
lately put upon the stage, but in an altered ang
interpolated form. As they retainsd Mr, Gilbepyy
name, he pr 1, and ns pr ts avalied not, he
went to law; which alse avalled not.  He askeq
for an injunction to restrain Messrs. Doosey hﬁ
inserting in a * book™ which bore Mr. Gilherry
name on the title pege eertain songs and dalogyy
which were not lis, but invented by an ex-musje,
hall singer. The injunction was refusd M,
Gilbert appenled, and it wis refused amain, .1.'
common honesty,® he putiefeally bhut vinly
pleads, * I think I ain entitled to ask that I shaf)
nat be made to shine with the lustee of anothey
mon’s intellect.”  And he then states his ey
against the Court of Appeal in u manner ot sney
s0 Gilbertinn snd so econclusive that it is a oty
to abridge iv, and T guet> the test:

“If & grocer buys a tin of Colman’s mus
and having adulterated it with a mustard thag
not Colman’s, neveriheless sls it neros the
counter as Colman’s, the Mulesiy of the Law
outraged and the thunderholts of the Courts o
Cliancery are not jnvoked in vain.  This is 5 g
untion which the Courts of Chancery ean TRApit
appeals to them ns p mercantile outrage conterning
which there can be no two opinions.  Tha (ogpy
of Chancery have invorably shown thomeelyu,
hopelessly unable to apply this simpl: prinsiple
to works written for the stage.”

Mr. Gilhert's publishers have nothing betrer e
urge in reply than that they offersd to sy on 1)
play-bill or title page, or botli, that the texe wny
not entirely from Mr. Qllliﬂrt‘n pen. - Everphody
can form his own opinion as to the adwuiey of
that defence. But the publishers have the liw on
thefr side; what more could they ask? Publfs
apinion is net & matter about which they show
themselves over-anxious. G. W. 8

A4 BALLAD OF NANTUCEKET.

L
0, Margarst Bradford, sitting there, think yon you'm
dolng right,
A-stringing on your kitten's tall those spools that fy
50 tight 1-=
Pauss in your mad career, my dear, and llsten usty
me,
Let go of her tall and Il tell you ane of the even
sounding sea.
II.
*Tis a bit of Nantueket's gospel truth, which T beard
in the Captaln’s Room
From a grizzled sea-dog, harbored there in the eves
ing's gathered gloom !
fe talked fn low, confiding tones, whils his clesr,
coriilean eye
Bespoke him an unaffected soul, unable o teil a lis,
1IL.
in the summer of Eighteen Sixty-two—the day he re-
memhbered well--
A pedler down from New-Bedford came, with &
number of elocks to sell,
They wers patent alarm, o fwinding clocks, whick
couldn't get out of repalr,
For a thorough self-eleaning clock Was each, 4 tha
pedler dul declare.

V.
nnut, alas, his paddiing bore no frlt, he eonldn't dis
posa of his stock,
That was the year when the blueflsh falled, and
never sold a clock;
S0 after » week he gave It up, with 4 sigh as long s
a mile,
And he carried away as many clocks as he brought
to the beautiful isle.
Ve
A% he took the steamboat to quit the town he uttersd
an awful eurss,
And at sight of his spurned but superior wams big
temper grew worse aml worse |
Tl all of & sudden he sprang at the clocks with &
laugh of maniac gles,
And he pltehed them, lke he was pleehing quelts, fae
into the vasty sea!
YL
As they flashed and fell they canght the eye of & hug
man-eating shark,
Who was out that beautiful summer day for o esmsl
constwiss lark:
A typieal rash and hungry shark, of his dist carless,
he
On two of those lavely clocks he seized and bolted
them merrily !
ViII.
That was 2 o'clock in the afternoon, the alarms Wers
set for 0,
And prompt on the hour they rattled away, while s
shark did sore reptne;
He stond on his head and he waltzed on his tall in 8
wild, eonvulsive way,
But the clorks held fast in his grsat big throat, and hat
ceriainly come to stay,
Vi,
If the clocks had been of the common sort the slarmy
had soon tun down,
But they wers not built in a slipshod way, & the
pedier assured the town !
0, no, they wemn patent sslf-winding elocks, which
moth nor rust eould reach,
For they all were thorough self-cleaning clocks sod &
guarantee wert with each,
1X.
Was sver shark in such a plight?,
Bixty-two,
At O of morn and O of eve each day the long yeur
thmugh,
Twao fnward volees blent in one as loud as & foghen
¥o wonder then ff he swims aghsst in his Beves
quenched surprise.

Sinca Eighteen

X.

And 0O, what makes the matter worse, What mal
the shark declars

That be has taken up & cross beyond his strength @
bear,

What makes him for his last, long slgep most torveatll
to wish

1s to be halled an avery side “ the gea’s mast steiking
fish.? RICTIARD SCUDDER

PRICES OF OINGINAL EDITIONS,

From ‘The Philadelphla News, !

wopne original editions of modern  author »
Cralg Rit=his, the biblophile, * wee always In w
at a considerable premium abiove the ‘mhl'sher't
In some cases this is on account of the valie J
plates or lusteations with which they are vinbel

ai least this wus the original resson for plw
|;mmlm lupon rlrrl . first editions : bat m;rl
Hist tions without whes  mro sought

B ¥ 1w oM

ant <
ol

lectors at & nn-nm' Inereased value,

that mamy first editions of hpullr “pl
e price hijeatio
EJ"R - et ¥ contd

bringing npwand of ten times

“Thon you consider,” 1
disposs of your library without loss*

*Yes," ho rveplied, “1 have |M.|-vh|a»l
with groat care and [ think they will mofa{}'
more than I pald for them, sume comsideradly
the Drice of wy pirchass  Take, for ISR
st of the works of Naihan'e! Hawrhome, for
| 1 paid 75 cents a volume, the ortginal selling #yd
|1 Kave owned these works for mauy jyears, .0“'
may determine, ad up to a short fim® ago 1 b
jdon  that thelr  value had  Ineoen
ihelr mgn. Hut one day, when
calllg s the stom of 3 rominent
soller, 1 was chatting with him on the inerea
of st editlons  genersliv, when  be Cabolh
marked that the first editlons of 1Iawh_--u.;“;
which orlginally cost about =5 cents a volu .
now bring $10 pr volume. 1 was quite ’ﬁ‘"’m
dellghted at this remgrkable [nepease in the
| these hoolks, Of coutse, it shoukd be borne @

g w be
that the valua of @& book, even If it hay
| » Eﬂl edition, s governad moro ©F s "’._ lr: wm
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as for exam 5
at and I good eonditot
E.'f:l p?.!.: ?ﬁm:u':f sabs, whils many of his other St
will sall much above and below this sum. s
| geott's works at this same sale wepe bﬂ'“"
| this mark, 88 pins volumes of st elitions m‘ﬂw o
for the paitry sum of #3, Hm»‘belalﬂ'ﬂl'fH
| montion that Hawthorne's flst work, pudi hawe.
| "}.3- Was AD ANONYMOUS romAnes called I‘\"" e
i o B o o, L 3
en, bu s "
| ?lh::;ltom in later years he was not desiroud
clalming its suthorsaip.
—ee
J 4 STRPRISE FOR THE DUDE
From The Portland Oregonian.
1 \ First-st. mérchant tells of & very fuon¥
whieh ba pened In front of his store
young was standing In i
seversl dumriles walting for .l 5

An attenuatad

e '.imc'h‘n palr of pince nes

pominent nose, and mistaking,

?.n the lady for a dum
s iF 1o examMmo the G

loss than a soound an bm
lovel arm came down o
h"'i | R’s“ lﬂ:“ and, h::

shin i
halu ul: i

fenocep i‘-.

lishers—past finding out, vr, when found out, dim-
cult to male stralght. Mz Glbert's receny uma




